This 1900-question multi-choice exam preparation booklet is now in its sixth edition. The title has changed from the MGH Board Review of Anesthesiology and the current senior editor has been involved with three of the previous editions.
It is designed for the American Board of Anesthesiology written and oral examination, including re-certification and the Maintenance of Certification in Anesthesiology (MOCA) program. This is now compulsory in the USA after ten years of practice for graduates after 2000 on time-limited certificates and will be the only voluntary program available to all U.S. anaesthetists after 2009.
Similar to the previous edition in 2004, the book has 17 chapters including seven on basic sciences, nine subspecialty chapters and a final practice examination of 350 questions.
Every question in the book is referenced to one or more of six well known textbooks by Miller, Longnecker, Barash, Hardman, Cote and Stoelting (new to the sixth edition).
The questions are type A and K (now phased out of our final examination) and the introductory chapter includes tactics on answering multi-choice papers as well as a guide to study using this book. It is interesting that a text on knowledge revision is giving tips on beating the system if that knowledge is lacking! This latest edition covers new topics such as BIS monitoring, updates on pain management, complications of anaesthesia, ethics and quality assurance and does this with the occasional graph, X-ray and diagram.
Reviewing the book I found it surprisingly alluring. I could flick through topics of interest, test my knowledge, and then get instant gratification by checking the answers and theory behind them. It occurred to me that it might be a useful "coffee table" manual for registrar's lounges or private hospital tea rooms.
Whilst it is difficult to recommend this book as either preparation for the ANZCA final examination or practice for the multi-choice section given that our bank is far more relevant to Australian and New Zealand trainees, this new edition covers a lot of material and 1900 questions with explanation goes a long way to covering our syllabus.
Until re-certification examinations become compulsory in Australia there is probably no great need to own this text, but teaching hospital libraries might consider this updated edition for trainees. P. Ragg This symposium is regarded in the neuroscience community as one of the premier research meetings and encompasses a broad range of basic science and clinical research in aspects of neurological pathobiology related to intracranial hypertension. These include experimental aspects of biophysics, neurochemical monitoring, neuro-imaging and clinical management of intracranial hypertension in traumatic brain injury and hydrocephalus.
The published monographs within these broad sections are presented as extended abstracts of approximately 1000 words with key results, tables and graphs and collated within themes. The first monograph is a summary of the keynote address by Tony Marmarou on the importance of translational research in brain injury. This is a timely and highly appropriate perspective in this area of research.
The monographs have a broad international authorship with a high representation of leading researchers and neuroscience research institutes. Overall, the monographs are well written and of
